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Newsletter Spring 2020 

As far as the Society is concerned the most important event every year is the Society Annual General Meeting. 
We hope as many members as possible will be able to attend. The formal process will be short and sweet, 
before we can continue to the important business of the day, teas, coffees and homemade cakes followed by 
Jim Cornwell, our latest committee member, speaking on the Town Crier’s Duties, a subject he is well-qualified 
to talk on as, besides his other activities in Tenby, he is the Tenby town-crier. 

AGM Details 

This year’s Civic Society Society AGM  will take place on Saturday, 4th April at 2.00pm at our usual 

venue, Augustus Place Commmunity Centre, Tenby. All members and guests are very welcome to 

attend if only for the tea, cake and talk which are part of the festivities after a brief as possible formal meeting.  

Agenda 

1. Election of President 

2. Apologies for absence 

3. Minutes of AGM 2019 

4. Matters arising from AGM 2019 

5. Financial Report 

6. Annual Report 

7. Election of Officers & Executive Committee (see table below) 

8. AOB & Close 

There will follow refreshments, a raffle and a fascinating talk entitled “The Role of the Town Crier” by Jim 

Cornwell 



Minutes of the 2019 AGM are issued separately from this newsletter and will be available at the AGM. 

There have been a number of changes in committee members in 2019 from those listed at the last 
Spring 2019 Newsletter. We have been very fortunate that all committee members and officers have 
been able to continue for most of the year. For personal reasons the Chairman has decided to stand 
down from his role and from the Committee, we have also been unfortunate to lose Richard Wingfield 
and we will shortly be losing the highly professional services of Jacqui Wingfield as out Minutes 
Secretary. The ex-Chairman would like to note his thanks for her efficiency in keeping him on track. 
 
On the other hand we have been fortunate that Jim Cornwell, Chris Osborne, Keith Clarke ad Edna 
Greenhalgh have kindly agreed to stand for the Committee and will be great assets. Cllr. Trevor Hallett 
has stepped up from his role as Vic-Chairman to be the Acting Chair and Howard Rawson-Humphries 
has agreed to take his place as Vice Chairman. 
 
Committee members and officers listed below are prepared to stand for the coming year. The 
nominations for Officers and Committee Members for 2020-21 are set out below for members’ approval: 

Position Name Proposed by Seconded by 

Chairman Trevor Hallett Albie Smosarski 
Howard Rawson-
Humphries 

Vice Chairman 
Howard Rawson-
Humphries 

Albie Smosarski Harry Gardiner 

Honorary 
Treasurer 

Albie Smosarski Jacqui Wingfield Keith Clarke 

Honorary 
Secretary 

Jim Cornwell  Trevor Hallett Albie Smosarski 

Committee 
Member 

Neil Westerman 
Howard Rawson-
Humphries 

Harry Gardiner 

Committee 
Member 

Harry Gardiner Jacqui Wingfield Trevor Hallett 

Committee 
Member 

Chris Osborne  Trevor Hallett Neil Westerman 

Committee 
Member 

Keith Clarke  Jacqui Wingfield Harry Gardiner 

Committee 
Member 

Edna 
Greenhalgh 

Howard Rawson-
Humphries 

Jacqui 
Wingfield 

 

For the last three years, to increase transparency and accountability, our policy has been that any member of 
the society is welcome to attend and contribute to committee meetings. We are fortunate that David Glennerster 
of Penally attended nearly all, and Keith Clarke and Edna Greenhalgh were able to attend most, of our 
committee meetings as observers. We have also been glad to welcome Mr. Rob Mayhew, President of Tenby 
and District Lions. His input has demonstrated the great advantages of Tenby societies working together for the 
good of Tenby. The committee would like to formally thank David and Rob for their contributions and hope they 
will continue and other members will follow their example. 

There are four Trustees for the Charity who are responsible for the land the Society owns at Allens View, Tenby. 
These are Trevor Hallett and Howard Rawson-Humphries, named above, together with Richard Reed of 
Trevayne Farm, New Hedges and David Hughes of Paxton Court, Tenby. The deeds for the land are held at the 
Tenby chambers of Lewis and Lewis, Solicitors. 

Committee meetings have been held every two months throughout the year. All meetings were held at the 
Fourcroft Hotel on The Croft by kind permission of the proprietors. Thanks go to them for the generous use of a 
meeting room and teas and coffees. 

Civic Society Awards: There were no nominations for the original Civic Society award for buildings this 

year but we have one other award to make, of which see more below 

Publications: Sales of the longer Tenby Heritage Town Trail, Heritage Plaques 3- fold leaflet 
trail Town Walls and 3 fold Trail leaflet continue well. These publications will be combined into new 



sections in a “Tenby Heritage Guide” to replace a previous guide to Tenby which has not been published for 
some years and for which we see an opportunity in the market. After numerous attempts at re-drafting and 
rewriting the articles are now ready for printing thanks to the proof-reading skills of Keith Clarke. We now only 
have to find a publisher/printer, which may prove just as great a challenge. 

The programme of sending Newsletters has, unfortunately, been less regular this year in keeping members 

informed of Society activities, of which this is the eleventh in the series. The ex-Chairman hopes to continue to 
produce further bulletins and would still like to receive useful suggestions as to how it could be improved and 
what other items could be included. 

Membership has continued at about the hundred mark, some sad losses being compensated for with new 

members joining 

Our ex-Chairman, Tudor Thomas, laid a wreath on behalf of the Society on Remembrance Day, as our 

President was not available on that day. 

The Website is proving its worth in keeping members informed, especially those living away, and in making it 

easier for members of the public to contact us. For example, an author asked us to arrange a visit to the 
medieval tunnels and storage vaults under Boots the Chemist in the High Street. We, of course, have no right to 
arrange access and are conscious of the demands on Boots staff, the safety of their stock and the insurance 
conditions on Boots making access difficult, but in this case we were able to put the parties in touch and the lady 
was able to visit. 

Civic Society recognition for A.N.Other 

As an extension of our original scheme of Civic Awards to those buildings and interiors which made a positive 
contribution to the preservation and improvement of the townscape, we have made two awards to unsung 
contributors to Tenby. We felt that there was a clear lack of recognition for those Tenby people who had 
volunteered their time and efforts to the benefit of Tenby. 

Before our first award we were very careful to establish whether Tenby Town Council had previously or currently 
or in the future considered such a scheme. We were told no such scheme existed.  So we made our first award 
to Michelle Watkins as reported in our August 2018 newsletter. Our recipient during 2019 was our very own Cllr. 
Trevor Hallett. We are hoping to make public recognition of a third “Contributor to Tenby” or “Tenby Treasure” 
very soon, or as soon as we can engineer a surprise presentation. 

The existing Civic Award “Township Award” scheme for improvements to buildings which make a positive 
contribution to Tenby’s townscape continues. We had one firm candidate and our team of judges made positive 
comments. However difficulties have arisen since about one or two less attractive features of the site and we 
have decided that no award will be made for 2020.  

We are, of course, still actively looking for future potential recipients for both schemes and would very much 
welcome suggestions from society members 

Allen’s View 

We seem to need some regular income to give a fund to cover the continuing costs of tree work, rather than 

shrink our reserve.   We have done well with free volunteer work and donations ( benches, saplings, plants, 

Daffs ), we have two benches coming, and gates, we could bid for grants for equipment, fixtures, tree felling for 

tree carvings, new shed/rain gatherer, possibly improved vehicle access, maybe tree work to improve views etc., 

but the long term need for tree work is less likely to be fundable through a grant for a ‘fighting fund’. 

Winter gales continue to cause problems at this exposed site. Harry Gardener went to check Allens View after 

the first storm and found it had broken off a lower branch of a Monterey Pine beside the main path. This 

would have been the vicious 15 minutes of hurricane conditions just after 3pm. As the branch was lodged on 

other branches and could have fallen onto the path, that area was taped off and all three entrances taped off 

with notices saying closed for a week till the tree surgeon could put it right. Branch falls happen in extreme gust 

conditions when there are no walkers, fortunately! 



The tree surgeon also removed an old pine crowded by growth by more recent beech trees in the north glade. A 

tall stump has been left for possible tree carving as it is prominent near the top entrance. 

In the next two gales some low Monterey branches have drooped even lower, some drooping into buddleia 

scrub , others into the southern view.  “ Low branch droop” with increased age and weight has emerged as an 

action issue. 

Tree checks are showing no urgent problems, but several trees are identified for checking by Rob Marsh 

(Tree Surgeon)  in the five year re-assessment this year, scheduled for April as he hasn’t seen the site at 

that time.  He has agreed to return in August specifically to check any progress of ash die back.  Felling is 

recommended when 50% of the top canopy is affected; so we should then have a good idea when to allow for 

ash felling in the next 5 – 10 years. Further site improvements could align with that programme. Money/grants 

could be needed.  Rob will also be asked to comment on scrub, fire risks, surplus logs and replacing the 

Blackthorn groups sinking into a horizontal slumber !! 

   Ash germinates freely so it will be a continuing issue when they mature, decades ahead. 

   Replacement trees need planting now, to allow enough growth to substitute for lost ash wind cover to other 

trees. 

   Following Committee’s agreement to a memorial tree planting, Joanne Suvarna’s family arranged the 

planting of a 12 foot silver birch by Grandiflora, ( the business started by Allens View donor Peter Hainsworth).  

A photo and article were agreed with Joanne and went in the Observer. 

   Ground cover and bush planting has been extended alongside paths in the southern glade as part of a general 

aim to structure planting and growth along paths, both to decorate and to guide walkers  The Tenby daffodils are 

flowering better than last year, but only about a fifth of plantings. Mini daffs are doing well, some need re-

planting, which works works well. Note that quite large amounts of planting are needed to be at all noticeable in 

the site! Hopefully improving weather will allow volunteers to progress the maintenance schedule Harry 

Gardener has drawn up. 

One aim with introducing planting has been to guide walkers around the path areas and stay off other areas of 

the site, also creating borders edging the paths.  

Allen’s View has also gained a “water feature”. Before members excitedly rush to see this, we should mention 

that the feature amounts to two large plastic barrels sunk into the ground to provide a water supply in Summer 

when the ground tends to dry out due to the nature of the soil and the needs of the large trees. 

On another lighter note we were mystified that the rubbish bin we provide at the top of the site was being filled 

very often but very neatly even when there were few walkers passing the site. We never got to the bottom of the 

mystery but assume there must have been a wild camper using the woods below the view towards Waterwynch. 

Transport Matters 

Neil Westerman, one of our committee members and trustees has continued to look at vehicle traffic within 
Tenby, at rail links to the town and through routes within Wales and beyond, and at bus routes which help those 
without a car to visit other parts of West and South Wales. He wrote to Ken Skates in January to ask about the 
hour wait at Swansea for rail connections onwards from Tenby: 

“Following the publication of the new Transport for Wales timetable for West Wales in December we were 
extremely disappointed to see that some trains from Tenby and South Pembrokeshire will no longer connect at 
Swansea for onward travel. In my opinion it is not acceptable for a highly subsidised public transport operator to 
leave paying passengers stranded for up to an hour before they can continue their journey. I am pleased to see 
in your reply to Helen Mary Jones AM, who raised the issue with you, that you fully appreciate their frustrations. 
It would of course have been more helpful if you had taken decisive action and instructed Transport for Wales to 
amend their timetable.” 

Ken Skates replied that there will be a forum to discuss timetabling in May this year. Neil then went on to 
suggest an alternative in extending TrawsCymru routes, 

Mr Skates replied as follows: 



“In relation to your suggested timetable for TrawsCymru, we are due to review the network of TrawsCymru bus 
services in the west Wales area. This will be a joint exercise with the local authorities and Transport for Wales, 
over the next few months. Transport Officials will closely examine your suggestion to extend the route of the 
TrawsCymru T1S, to service Tenby and provide an additional link to Carmarthen.” 

Planning 

The National Park Local Development Plan has now been finalized and approved by the National Park planning 
committee. The proposals were to expand the Conservation Area in Tenby to cover the following streets: the 
area bounded by St. Florence Parade, Esplanade, Battery Road and Trafalgar Road plus Queens Parade and 
Harries Street, Deer Park, Greenhill and Greenhill Road and Avenue, St. John’s Hill and the Green and the 
Cemetery. In addition we commented that twenty green spaces in the wider area of Tenby should be included 
as being sufficiently important to the townscape to protect. 

Despite a hiccup while PCNPA transferred their circulation of planning applications online we have continued to 
comment on planning applications despite not being statutory consultees. This has involved the Planninfg Sub-
Committee using the Greenhill further learning facilities, generously provided free, where we can display the on-
line applications. The loss of our previous, more convivial cafe venues is a small drawback, compared to seeing 
the on-line applications.  

Two major applications are worth reporting in detail: 

The Brynhir proposal rumbles on. The plans put forward by Pembrokeshire County Council are for a 
development of affordable housing with a small allocation of land for self-build and for the open market. In order 
to do that they have allocated £4 million from the development budget so that the development could be 
managed by the County Housing Association. It appears that the council is keen that they should not be seen to 
be profiting from land they own at the expense of Tenby amenities. PCC have submitted detailed plans as well 
as an environmental impact statement. There were several features of the amended plans which were of 
concern to the Civic Society and on which we commented as follows: 

“The only amendment we can welcome is PCC’s Tree Protection Plan and the Revised Tree report assessing 
the trees to be retained around and within the housing and those that should be felled. Significant landscape 
issues have been ignored. 

We have to recommend refusal for the current scheme - unless the road layout and housing details for road 5 

and especially road 6, as well as the southern boundary of the water retention area are revised (to fit the revised 

tree protection plan), to allow: 

(a) retention of trees along the two existing hedge and tree rows across the southern parts of the site, and 

reserving their Root Protection Areas, 

(b) planting of additional trees to serve as intervisibility screening where the Wych Elm are now designated for 

felling, and in tree gaps along the southern boundary with the new Cemetery. 

(c ) a scheme for planting to replace the large number of elms in the TPO and hedges that are at risk in the 

medium term from disease and felling for safety reasons, replacements starting early in the phasing. 

 

There is no sign the applicant or agent appreciate the need for added southern tree screening - 2 and 3 story 

houses will be very visible, intruding on the green skyline above Tenby. Few parts of the green ridge skylines 

around Tenby and the Ritec basin show any development on these slopes or especially skylines. They form a 

prominent part of the special landscape character of the setting of Tenby and of this section of the National 

Park; buildings are in contravention of LDP Policies 8, 15 and 29(a). If these policies apply to one small single-

story building on a similar position on this ridge, see Refusal NP/19/0530/FUL, then the screening with 

substantial tree cover along the southern boundaries of the Bryn Hir site is vital to this scheme to meet these 

policies. Slopes south and south east of the site have been included in the revised Boundaries for Tenby 

Conservation Area (which adjoins the southern boundary of Bryn Hir) and were adopted precisely to protect the 

green hill slope setting for Tenby. As proposed the scheme would damage the setting of the Conservation Area. 

 

Our previous reservations about the lack of a right turn centre lane into the site, the lack of a coherent 

sustainable transport scheme, rain water drainage,etc., still remain as substantial reasons why the application is 

not acceptable. The steep cutting suggested for the access road will make a drastic intrusion reducing the 

Green Wedge.” 

 



The skyline to the north of Tenby, essential to maintaining the setting of Tenby in the landscape, has also been 

threatened by another scheme, at Meadow Farm, a campsite above Northcliff. This changed hands just over a 

year ago and the new owners have made several changes, understandably to improve the profitability of the site 

but which have unfortunately threaten to severely affect the character of the area. The Society became 

concerned last summer when a large number of camper vans appeared on the site spreading onto the field 

above, where there is a maximum of 25 tents allowed. A subsequent planning application was then put in for a 

shower block and waste storage facility. The society objected on the grounds of over-development and visual 

intrusion and planning permission was refused for reasons close to the Society’s concerns, the PCNPA refusal 

notice, mentioning the Society in a roundabout way as follows: 

“A Representation has been received from a Civic Amenity Body as to the detrimental impact which the 

proposed structure may have on the visual amenity of the landscape and to users of the adjacent All Wales 

Coast Path (public right of way). These concerns are considered to be valid material planning considerations 

and have been taken into account in this decision…...Due to the nature of the proposed skyline development, 

which is/would be visible on the skyline above, from the conservation area below, it is considered that the 

development would cause an adverse impact on the visual amenity and special characteristics of the setting of 

the conservation area. ” 

The notice then went on to say: “A number of other developments have recently been undertaken throughout 

the site, since the campsite has changed ownership in 2018, without securing the benefit of planning 

permission.” ….Inviting the applicants to apply for retrospective permission.  

Also the refusal noted that the farmhouse on the site had become a holiday let. We understand that the owners 

have appealed against the refusal. 

Other planning issues were less dramatic but keep occuring. There seems to be an ongoing battle with shop 

owners erecting “shouty” signs on the front of the buildings which do not fit in with the conservation area. It 

seems national firms have a one size fits all attitude towards signage but we have found on a number of 

occasions that a request to tone down the impact of the sign is accepted. Examples are Trespass and the 

original Tesco frontage. Others are more resistant. 

The debate over whether replacement windows should be in wood or plastic in the conservation area has 

received some useful guidance from Rob Scourfield, conservation officer at PCNPA, as follows: 

“This is a big issue, which I will try to summarise:- 

1. Windows in listed buildings. Presumption is on repair, failing that, replacement like for like. We have never 

been draconian on insisting on single-glazing (some LPAs are, but I see no point at all in single-glazing a 

completely new sash window, given the technology now available). What we allow are slim-spec sealed units 

(typically 12mm) properly rebated into the glazing bars, details of which are to replicated from the historic ones. 

In terms of construction, nearly always timber (never upvc) although we have once allowed powder coated 

aluminium sashes in a location where ladder/scaffold access for maintenance was impossible. I tend to find that 

most local joiners are well-skilled in providing double-glazed sashes – there are many good examples across 

town. We rarely have problems with such works. 

2. Non-listed buildings in the conservation area. Where the Article 4 Direction is in force (the area prior to 

extension this year), I enclose a householder’s guide. For flats and commercial premises, there are no permitted 

development rights and planning permission is generally needed for window replacement. In the newly extended 

area, householders may replace windows in a matching style, be they timber or upvc.” 

Useful guidance for anyone, including members, replacing windows on houses in the conservation area. 

 

 

 

 



Heritage Plaques 

 There are heritage plaques dotted around Tenby commemorating where notable local and national figures have 

stayed or lived. It is a measure of the town’s popularity that there are thirty-three of these in total. If you want to 

find out where they are, Albie at Cofion Books will be happy to sell a guide to where the plaques are located.  

A number of those have become seriously corroded in the salt air so members may remember that the Society 

started a programme of refurbishment 

 

We 

have 

now 

reno

vate

d ten 

of 

the 

wors

t of 

the plaques over three years, three are in process of being restored and, in addition, the society has put up six 

new signs. The remaining fourteen are in reasonable condition but are in a variety of colours so our programme 

will continue so all are in the standard light blue as above. 

These are quite time-consuming and not cheap to restore so if members on their travels spot a plaque they think 

needs reviving perhaps they might like to sponsor the work. 

The Society would be 

very grateful for any 

contributions. 

 

 

 

 

Tenby Town Walls Trust 

Last year the Society, together with other Tenby organizations,  was approached by Andrew Davies 
Town Clerk to find out whether they were interested in forming a voluntary organisation which would 
take over responsibility for maintaining the town walls from Pembrokeshire County Council. At our 
meeting on 29th January 2019, the formation of a new independent group, probably a Community 
Interest Company  was discussed and it was agreed that the idea was worth pursuing . The Chairman 



then got in touch with Mr Howard Rudge, Chair of Pembroke Town Walls Trust and we had a number 
of extremely valuable meetings to share ideas and get advice.  

Over the last year that project has taken a back seat, but I hope to continue the process during 2020. 
The ex-Chairman has already updated the guide book information on the Town Walls and is in the first 
stages of a book which is ending up more as “Why did the town walls have Tenby?” as opposed to 
“Why did Tenby have town walls?” as the development and history are so completely linked. 
 
Any group would operate independently of the Town Council and the Civic Society in order to protect, 
maintain and enhance the Walls for the benefit of all. If you would be interested in joining such a group, 
or just want to find out a little more, please do get in touch. 

2020 Subscriptions 
 
It is that time of year when Albie, our Treasurer starts becoming concerned at the number of members 

who have not yet paid their annual subscription, in this case, for 2020. (At this point members who 

haven’t paid for 2019 can slink into the corner). There are a number of ways to pay: 

Pay at the AGM where Albie can take a payment in cash or cheque 

Post the Renewal Payment (cheques payable to 'Tenby Civic Society’), to Albie Smosarski, Cofion 

Books, Bridge Street, Tenby, Pembs. SA70.Please write your name and address on the back of the 

cheque,  

Make a credit transfer at any bank to the “Tenby Civic Society” account with Nat West Bank, sort code 

55 61 35, A/c number -04903595. 

Or take to Albie at Cofion Books where he will greet you (And your payment) with open arms, 

Membership subscriptions are now due for 2020.The annual subscription rates are: -  
 
The annual subscription rates are: -        £ 

Full Members    £10.00 

Family Members   £13.00 

Junior Members      £4.00 

Corporate Members    £30.00 

   Life Membership          £125.00        
 

 Discount of £3.00 against the above rates for those able to give us a valid email address when 

renewing their subscription.  

Has your Email address changed? Could members notify the Chairman if so (To Email address on 

Post the Renewal Payment (cheques payable to 'Tenby Civic Society’), to Albie Smosarski, Cofion 

Books, Bridge Street, Tenby, Pembs. SA70.Please write your name and address on the back of the 

cheque, or take to Albie at Cofion Books where he will greet you (And your payment) with open arms. 

 


