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Newsletter Summer 2018 
Civic Award 1 

Those members who read the Tenby Observer will have seen the following article in a recent issue. The Civic 

Society committee unanimously decided that we should start a new Civic Award scheme to recognize a very 

special voluntary contribution to Tenby/ We also hope that in the future this award will encourage others to show 

a similar selfless community spirit. For those who haven’t read the full article it is attached below: 

Civic recognition for Ms. Michelle Watkins 

On Saturday 7th July Michelle Watkins was hoodwinked into visiting St Catherine's Island under the 
pretence of being a photographic shoot for her son's recent wedding. On entering the fort Michelle was 
astonished to be greeted and applauded by a very large group of family and friends, representatives 
from Tenby Civic Society, Plastic Free Tenby and Island staff. 

Opening the presentation, John Loring (Caretaker / Manager) 
of St Catherine's Island explained that the idea of the award 
arose from a post by Dave Bolton on Plastic Free Tenby's social 
media. The significant public support for that post showed a 
need to acknowledge the work and dedication of many members 
of the community that currently goes unrecognised. After some 
investigation and discussion it was the Tenby Civic Society who 
seized the opportunity to expand their remit to include 
recognising individual members of the community for their 
voluntary efforts in Tenby. 

In Michelle's case the award has been made for "her continuing 
voluntary effort over a number of years to keep Tenby South 
beach litter-free". Mr. Tudor Thomas presenting the certificate, 
bouquet and small hamper on behalf of the Tenby Civic Society 
stated... "For a number of years the Civic Society has made 
awards for buildings which improve Tenby. But a town is 
much more than buildings It is those people throughout 
Tenby who deserve our gratitude and thanks for their 
voluntary efforts for the town. We hope that this, first of a 
kind award, will be one of many as we look for further 
nominations and proposals". Mr. Tudor Thomas completed 

the presentation which was followed by tea's, coffee's and a small selection of cakes within the fort. Michelle 
took the opportunity to thank everybody involved for their kindness and stated... 

tel:01834


"My love of walking the dogs and collecting litter along the beach each day was my way of relaxing and enjoying 
the beauty of South beach. I had no idea of what awaited me on 
St Catherine's Island and I have been overwhelmed by 
everybody's kindness - Thank you". 

John Loring stated "Events such as these are never very easy to 
organise given a tidal Island and the secrecy however, the job was 
made far easier with the Support of Michelle's family and friends, 
the Tenby Civic Society and Plastic Free Tenby. Our thanks go to 
everyone involved and especially Jack, Lisa, Tudor, Dave & 
Lorraine Bolton all of whom went the extra mile to make the event 
a complete success". 

 

Civic Award 2 

Meanwhile or existing Civic Award scheme for improvements to buildings which make a positive contribution to 

Tenby’s townscape continues. This originally came about from a proposal from former committee member, 

Douglas Fraser some four years ago and has been running successfully as an annual award ever since. The 

latest the next issue  

   Allen’s View 

To continue the theme in this newsletter of contributions to Tenby, we 

start our usual report on Allen’s View with the portrait on the left, which 

brings together two ladies who each made a great contribution to Tenby 

in different ways.  

The portrait is of Miss Jessie Allen who, on retiring from teaching at 

Cheltenham Ladies College, returned to Tenby and bought Clovers, the 

house above second Point beyond North Cliff. She it was who 

bequeathed a piece of land to the then Friends of Tenby, later Tenby 

Civic Society. This became the first part of what is now the Allen’s View 

garden and viewpoint..The second came later via her gardener.  

The picture was painted by Doreen Hammersley, a near contemporary, 

who was a well-known  local teacher, artist and volunteer. It is now in 

Tenby Museum and Art Gallery. 

As to progress at Allen’s View, the focus is less on the plants but on more 

mundane matters. A recent working party set about putting preservative on the birds of prey as part of their 

annual maintenance programme.  

Our next heavy job is to take down and dispose of the old shed at the upper end of the site. Due to vandalism 

some time ago we have not been able to store any tools inside and its only current use is for the roof to act as 

a rainwater collector for our water storage. Now the roof and base are rotten and the whole structure becoming 

unsafe. We intend to replace it with an open structure which will act as a shelter and rainwater collector. 

Consequently, the Chairman and Howard Rawson-Humphries have given vent to their destructive tendencies 

and the shed is now demolished and plans are being prepared for a new rainwater collector.. 

 



The recent hot dry weather combined with the hilltop location and free-draining soil has resulted in a number of 

our plants showing signs of stress including several recently planted replacement trees. Watering parties have 

been attending to their needs. 
A summary in note form of our experience with planting over the past couple of years gives some idea of the 

difficulties of creating a garden which looks attractive and yet requires minimum maintenance. It may give some 

useful pointers for local gardeners: 

Bulb  planting  -Tenby Daffs from good source will make impact in first year; they also are native to Tenby area 

and largely absent from it in public or private spaces. Miniature Narcissi, English Bluebells and Snowdrops need 

to be from a good source.as germination and flowering rates have varied from 0% to 100% Bluebell glades would 

look better with some reinforcement planting.  Snowdrops are few and far between, but were more common. 

 Flower Seeds - Several types of flower seeds, including insect-attracting varieties, from packets and gardens 

were planted winter 2016 but no more than half a dozen flowers resulted. So seeds are of limited use. 

Transplanting - Some daffs and montbretia were dug up and moved Autumn 2017 from places in danger from 

walkers. (mini narcissi by the benches that were burnt for example )  Germination- mini narcissi quite good spring 

2018. Some Primrose clumps have been moved with their soil Spring 2018 from isolated positions to strengthen 

existing or planted rows. Simple process, minimal disturbance to the plants, A few primrose clumps were dug 

up, divided and brought on in conservatories and planted late spring 2017. They were small and made mixed 

progress.  Transplanting whole clumps looks better but fewer groups can result. There are a few isolated groups 

of tall daffs that could be moved. Difficulty is locating them in summer/autumn when leaves have died back to 

replenish the bulbs. Ditto some snowdrops. 

In general transplanting what grows well but is in the wrong place seems a useful approach to improving the 

impact of groups of flowers or other plants such as fens.  Volunteer time is the only cost. 

Hedging Plants – Ash whips have moved well from self seeded patches to hedge line along the coast path 

(60+).  A few hollies too. 

 Purchased Blackthorne whips have similarly done well planted into the hedge by the Coast Path.Some 

30 small various whips donated from Tenby In Bloom were planted around the site ; about 10 are doing well. 

Losses were due to being walked on, being lost ( unrecorded), overgrown, or through poor recovery. Where 

whips have been checked and protected from competitive overgrowth they are doing well, but may need a further 

four years of such care.  

 A 3 foot Norfolk Island Pine donated from a local garden did well until the frosts and snow of march 2018. 

We await its progress over the summer. It may need protection over winters; time will tell but it seems  more 

vulnerable than it have been in its Northcliffe garden. Three Beach trees Trevor Hallett brought are doing 

well, and have grown above the summer profusion of plants that emerge in summer. 

Bushes - A few bushes have been transferred from domestic gardens where they were too large .A  six foot 

Deutsia survived removal, lugging and planting and after some justifiable hesitation has shooted well and will fill 

out part of the space left by the loss of Scots pines in the tree fall from Clovers into Allens View 6 years ago. 

Several hardy Fuschias have been planted in an area where brambles have been cleared. As small plants we 

await progress. A few more bushes are in prospect. Over one hundred Griselina whips were donated and planted 

10 to 15 feet inside the high metal fence  in the longer term to shield it.  These bushes do well at Allens View 

and almost all have taken well.  They may require watering if there are really dry summer spells.. Five small 

Buddleias were planted beside grown Buddleia scrub in another area cleared of brambles  but so far shoots 

have been eaten; perhaps they attract more than butterflies ?  

 Flowering plants for insects - Some unidentified plants that shoot to three feet each have been added to 

locations on the edges of the southern glade – where they grow already, or where they will help restrict walkers 

in the summer, to back up behind montbrescia planting.  Their long top stems of summer florets attract insects 

and bees. 

Ground cover plants - These have not been used so far as there are plenty of such species on the site.  Ivy 

works well in that role, but has to be cleared off trees as it ruined quite a lot of the older Blackthorns on the site. 

No ground cover plants have been introduced but could offer a role as they can spread out into the wide spaces 



available over time. Invasiveness would remain a problem though, as we found with brambles, which were 

producing poor berries anyway! 

Trees - Older blackthorns are continuing to collapse due to over-maturity and being too straggly, having grown 

upwards too close together. Too many were of the same age. Some trees - ash and lime - are at risk of disease 

- & in others we have noted potential weaknesses - need monitoring especially near paths. Some trees are too 

close and will need thinning out.  Two tree recent breakages were in scrub areas where they had grown two 

‘leggy’ stems to get light and proved too weak for the wind leverage. Past concerns that opening out by felling 

would result in domino tree failures through new wind exposure have not been confirmed.  So some selective 

thinning may give better strength to tree growth by increased but restricted exposure to winds.   However the 

several steps by which all six Leylandii were reduced and removed seem wise. Experience on nearby sections 

of the coast shows Monterey Pines had the best resistance to wind damage; encouraging for the three groups 

of these huge trees that cap the skyline above Northcliffe, viewed from Tenby..candidate to be proposed will 

come before the committee for consideration at our next meeting on 7th August. It is obviously too early to make 

any announcement in this newsletter but we hope to have news for  

 

Transport Matters 

As those who take an interest in rail matters will be aware, Arriva Trains Wales, who hold the franchise to run 

passenger train services in Wales and the Marches will be replaced on October 14 by a new operator, Keolis 

Amey, Keolis is a 70% subsidiary of the French national operator SNCF, the other 30% being owned by a 

Canadian pension fund...Amey is part of the service division of Ferrovial, a Spanish company. The new franchise 

will also run for fifteen years but there are big differences between old and new. When Arriva originally won in 

2003, the assumption was, there would be zero growth in passenger numbers for the duration of the contract. 

As a result there has been minimum investment in new trains and little incentive to invest in new facilities or 

increase the frequency of services 

The headline news for the new franchise is dramatic.  Under the name 

of Transport for Wales there will be £5 billion invested over the life of 

the contract, there will be a complete fleet replacement  by 2020 using 

mainly new trains (Left), many of which will be built in a new plant in 

Newport, electrification of the Valleys lines for the South Wales 

Metro,for tram-trains will also mean four new stations will be built in 

Cardiff. And all 247 stations in Wales will be modernised. Service 

frequencies will be increased both during the week and on Sundays. 

There is a plan to reduce the prices of some fares and a reform of the 

existing fare structure. The Welsh government will manage the 

contract on a not-for-profit basis and it will also take over responsibility for maintaining and improving the rail 

infrastructure , -track and signals,- from Network Rail in September 2019. 

What improvements can the rail user in Tenby and South West Wales expect? Well the truth is, not very much 

in the short term apart from a deep-cleaning of, and some improvements to, the stations. Most of the investment 

in new trains will be concentrated in Cardiff and the Valleys, the line to 

Aberystwyth and Machynlleth and along the North Wales coast. The only 

immediate train investment plans for West Wales will be five single coach 

trains of the same type as those which are here now, which are due to be 

transferred, secondhand, from Great Western Railway in May 2019.(Right). 

The only firm promise is that train frequencies will increase between 

Swansea and Fishguard Harbour..Longer term the news is better. More of 

the newer class 170 trains, 8 or 12x 3-car and 4x 2-car, (Used between 

Carmarthen and Manchester and which occasionally appear in Tenby) will 

be coming from the East Anglian operator in late 2019  It is reported elsewhere that a small fleet of 14x 3-car 

diesel trains will provide first-class accommodation between Swansea and Manchester and that two-car units 

will be attached and detached at Swansea to maintain through services between West Wales and Manchester. 



All trains in the current Arriva Trains fleet, and most of the secondhand units transferred in, are due to be replaced 

with .new trains by 2023.  

So the question is, will the frequency and regularity of the train service for Tenby be improved from its present 

2-hourly irregular interval with little service late at night or on Sundays,- little of which would tempt the average 

car user on to a train? At least as the franchise will now be administered in Wales by the Welsh government 

there is a shorter route to get a decision. Our advice must be to keep lobbying  the local AM and Ken Skates or 

become involved in the rail transport forums recently announced in order to lobby for improved services which 

are vital for Tenby residents, visitors and businesses. 

Planning 

Since our last newsletter the there have been a few significant planning applications and the extension of the 

Tenby Conservation area .in consultation between representatives from the National Park Planning Authority, 

Tenby Civic Society and other architecturally and historically qualified parties. 

On a general point the Society is not opposed to development in Tenby. In the vast majority of applications on 

which we comment we are either supportive, aim to make constructive suggestions to improve the plans or 

simply indicate that we have no objections. For example we understand that the proprietors of No. 10 St. George 

Street have been forced by an objection to apply for planning permission for their fascia. Our comments were as 

follows: 

NP/18/0413/LBA                        Bar 10, St Georges Street, Tenby, SA70 7JB - SN1340600407  

"Decorative signage on public bar frontage - retrospective" 
 The Society’s main and sub-committees have discussed this fascia thoroughly before and welcome 
the application and the frontage design.  They feel the fascia is unusual, which helps give the premises an 
identity, kinetic in breezes.  It can be regarded as discretely exotic. The rest of the frontage is very acceptable 
too,on a par with many of the best preserved and presented  frontages.  The circular interior window designs 
respect and respond to the attractive proportions and curved features of the well preserved Listed shop 
front.  Why this application is required, when other poor, shouty, out-of-character shop front signage go un-
remarked, reflects rather poorly on the town” 

We have been closely involved where the site is very prominent, such as the former NatWest bank building in 
Tudor Square, or where we felt that neighbours’ amenities would be severely affected such as the new modern 
house in Zion Gardens,and 79 Upper Hill Park.. 

In the first case we were concerned that a proposed large anchor motif proposed for the wall would be intrusive 
and out of character. We were also concerned at the proposal to drop the window height at the front of the 
building. As the chair of our planning sub-committee commented “Listed Buildings deserve the finicky attention 
to details set out in the comments”. Subsequently, the full committee felt that it would spoil the façade to introduce 
another lower row of glass panes and our comments to PCNPA have been amended.to make that point. 

 In our original comments on The Zion Hill house we felt that adding a third storey would affect the Merlins 
Gardens outlook significantly. We still hold that view. Our comments were: “Our request to have the visual mass 
of the upper rear elevation broken up by varied surface treatment is ignored in the proposals . We have therefore 
to return to our view that three stories are too many and dominate the character of the site and its walls 
and surroundings; an attractive modernist design is here flawed in this setting by allowing three stories. 
“ 

We have also taken a strong line with the National Park where we feel our objections have been ignored to the 
detriment of good planning for Tenby.  We were worried by the original proposal at 79 Upper Hill Park.to raise 
the roof for a second storey. Our comments on the revised plans were as follows: “The proposed building 
height appears the same as originally proposed so none of our objections citing National Park Planning 
policies etc. are changed by these amended plans. We note The Planning Authority’s letter appears to 
suggest the proposal is “innovative”; there is not much innovative about raising a roof - several building 
schemes have raised roofs in Tenby, but they have ALSO been successfully designed to fit in with the 
character of their locations, especially at a prominent crossroads, e.g. Floral Corner Tenby High St. The 
proposal breaks with the character of the estate by being different, not innovative.  We doubt the 
Assembly’s intention was a rash of “sore thumbs”. 

On other proposals we hope to take a balanced view, such as on the proposal for a house to be built to the rear 
of Oaklands in Marsh Road. We summarized by saying that “The narrow, poor design, and tree conflicts of 

the unsatisfactory access apart, the other issues within the site are resolvable, including screening between 



the existing and the new house and neighbours’ rear elevations, replacing trees and designating root protection 
zones. 

Heritage Plaques 

 

 Our programme of refurbishing the Heritage Plaques around 
Tenby continues with the latest three which have recently been 
remounted. The one which has excited most comment is that to 
Beatrix Potter, now back in its rightful place at No, 2, The 
Croft.(Left) We were lucky enough to find the original illustration 
from which the plaque was cast which greatly helped in restoring 
the plaque to how it would have looked originally.. 

 

It is interesting to see how the Illustration 
and plaque differ, particularly in the bent 
ear necessary to fit the figure of Peter 
Rabbit into the frame. (Right) The 
owner of 2 Croft Court,, Andrew Lowe, 
has not only kindly made a donation to 
the society but has put us in touch with 
a reporter on the Western Telegraph 
who may be interested in doing an 

article on our restoration programme. If so, we will point out the article in a 
subsequent newsletter. 

We have also refurbished and replaced the plaques to 
George Eliot on Gwynne House, Bridge Street and that to commemorate the old 
Assembly Rooms on Laston House in Castle Square.. In the case of the George Eliot 
plaque we were able again to find the original illustration (Left).  

Since we replaced these plaques we have started the next phase. The plaques on 
the two lifeboat houses are showing signs of corrosion and paint loss and have been 
removed for refurbishing. We will also be treating the plaque to the Tenby lugger on 
the side of Sailing Club. This is very appropriate as the new replica of a lugger arrived 
in Tenby harbour on Sunday the 29th July. To make up a batch for stripping, powder-
coating and painting, we will also include the .plaque on the old Guildhall in St. 
George’s Street.and the Tenby Civic Society 25th Anniversary black and white plaque 
on the site of the  Whitesands Gate on Castle Square. 

Plastic Free Tenby and Recycling 
The popular support for the “Plastic Free Tenby” campaign on Facebook has been obvious in the number of 
posts and comments on the page. They are tackling the end result of non-recycling. We must support the initiative 
after the evidence of damage to the marine environment shown in programmes like the BBC’s “Blue Planet 2.”.  

This article, adapted from a recent “Which” magazine .piece, looks at the problem from the “Other end”, - how 
can we minimize the amount of plastic we cannot avoid using, which is either not recycled or is not recyclable? 

First, the good news: Wales has the third-best recycling rate in the world. By 2016, Wales had already met its 
target to have 64% of its waste recycled by 2020 – four years ahead of schedule. However it is impossible to 
avoid plastic altogether, the UK still uses 4 million tons each year. How can we improve on an already good 
performance? One way is to check the recycling labels on packaging and goods. But that is not always so 
easy. There are a number of labels and they are not always easy to understand. Some are indeed misleading. 
Can you correctly identify the six recycling labels below?..... 

1.         2.           3.           4.          5         6    

 



1. The “Mobius Loop” shows an object is recyclable. 

2. Widely recycled , Is recycled by more than 75% of local authorities 

3. Not collected by all local authorities so check locally. 

4. Shows object is recycled by less than 20% of local authorities 

5. Recyclable glass. Remember to separate different colours when at waste disposal sites. 

6. Shows what type of plastic the object is made from and how recyclable it is. Most plastics are oil-based 
synthetic polymers, but they can take many forms. Some are easily recyclable, some need to be returned to 
supermarkets and some are very difficult to recycle  

 

The most commonly used plastics in the UK and how recyclable they are are as follows:: 

 

Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET) – Easy to recycle water/soft drink bottles, 
punnets and plastic trays These plastics have the greatest recycling demand and are easier for 
recycling facilities to handle than other polymers. As it’s airtight and rigid yet flexible, PET is the 
most commonly used, and particularly useful for packaging food and drinks. Most often recycled 
to make more PET products 

High Density Polyethylene (HDPE) – Easy to Recycle milk cartons and shampoo bottles. 
‘The UK is relatively unique in using HDPE for milk cartons. Popular because it can be moulded 
with a handle and is an example of a recycling success story,  

 

Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) – Difficult to Recycle Used for food packaging and drainpipes and 
guttering, Less recyclable. 

 

Low Density Polyethylene (LDPE) – Manageable to Recycle 
Food bags, shopping bags, magazine wrapping.  Take torn shopping bags back to the supermarket. 
Next life – bin liners, plastic furniture and floor tiles 

Polypropylene (PP) – Easy to Recycle margarine tubs, microwave meal trays, fibres and 
filaments for carpet, wall coverings, vehicle upholstery. Next life – Clothing fibres, food containers, 
speed bumps. 

Polystyrene (PS) – Difficult to recycle Some yogourt pots, other plastics including polystyrene 
(used for takeaway boxes, cups and food packaging) and  

 

Other – Impossible to recycle.Some other common types of packaging, such as salad bags, are 
almost impossible to recycle.  ‘Some plastics are very complex, to stop gases escaping from food bags, 
plastics have been developed in which multiple polymers are layered on top of each other. It makes 
them completely airtight – ideal for storing foods that would otherwise soon go stale or wilt. But the layers 
make them very hard to recycle.. 

Then there certain labels which are either unconnected with plastic recycling or are just plain misleading: 

7.            8..            9.  

 



7. Wood-based products from forests which are sustainable or well-managed. 

8. Reminder to be tidy and dispose of an item appropriately, usually in a wastebin. Does not mean item is 
recyclable. 

9. The producer contributes to a packaging recovery scheme. Does not mean that the item it appears on is 
recyclable. Frequently confused with the “Mobius Loop” recycling label   

 

 

Notes 

1. The obvious likelihood of Dominos’ fast food take away in South 
Parade attracting illegal parking outside its front door was raised by local 
objectors but dismissed by County Highways, the Planners, the Appeal 
inspector and Dominos.  The photo (Right) shows they were all wrong. Now it 
is time PCC found actual solutions at the busiest junction in Tenby. Protective 
bollards have had to be installed elsewhere -.  Time for another load of bollards 
here ?  Time also for Dominos to help find the kind of positive permanent 
solution that will be appreciated locally. 

 

2 Three licensing applications were recently submitted: For the Dennis Café, the Tenby Brewery at the 
Salterns and the Tenby Ex-Servicemen’s Club in South Parade. The first two are non-contentious but a member 
of the Society has reqistered their objection to the last due to previous experience of events producing A) a noise 
nuisance, affecting  the surrounding area and B) a major incident of rowdy behavior at the venue which required 
the attendance of large numbers of police. 

3. Excerpt from an email to Harry Carpenter, Planning Sub-Committee Chairman from Rob Scourfield , PCNPA 
Heritage Planning Officer 
“- At our National Park Committee on Monday, Members voted unanimously to initiate consultations on 
extending the Conservation Area. 
 As well as letter drops to each property, we propose two informal public events, ideally two ‘open days’ where 
Sally and I would be available to answer queries in person.” 

The proposals are to expand the Conservation Area in Tenby to cover the following streets: the area bounded 
by St. Florence Parade, Esplanade, Battery Road and Trafalgar Road plus Queens Parade and Harries Street, 
Deer Park, Greenhill and Greenhill Road and Avenue, St. John’s Hill and the Green and the Cemetery. 

 

Crisis - 2018 Subscriptions 
 

Since my last appeal for members to pay their 2018 subscriptions, precisely two members have paid. That 
means from our total membership of 130, 46 members have still not paid nearly nine months into the year. 

..There may be good reasons why members have not paid, however, there is now a serious danger that lack of 
funds will curtail our activities in the next few years as we constantly have to eat into our reserves. This newsletter 
is a minor example, but costs a great deal of time and money to prepare and deliver. We have come to the sad 
conclusion that if members are no longer interested in paying their subscriptions they are no longer interested in 
supporting our activities. As a result we will no longer send them our newsletters after this edition. 
To all those members who have paid our grateful thanks. To those who have still not paid and wish to remain 
members, please make a special effort to send them to, or visit ,or arrange with a third party to pay,  Albie at 
Cofion Books, Bridge Street, Tenby SA70 7BU. 

 


