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Official Business for the Annual General 
Meeting 

 
The Annual General Meeting for the Society will take place at 2.00pm on Saturday, the 1st of April at 
Augustus Place Community Centre. Members will have an opportunity to raise matters of concern as 
usual.  After the formal business of the day there will be (home-made?) cakes and a talk by Mayor of 
Tenby, Cllr. Laurence Blackhall.  

Agenda 
1. Election of President. 

 

2. Apologies for Absence. 

 

3. Minutes of 2016 A.G.M. 

 

4. Matters Arising from 2016 A.G.M. 

 

5. Financial Report 

 

6. Annual Report 

 

7.  Election of Officers 

 

8.  Election of Executive Committee  (Both Officers and  Committee Members standing for election 

listed                 below) 

 

9.  Any Other Business 

 

Close of Meeting   Refreshments   Raffle  

Talk by Mayor of Tenby, Cllr. Laurence Blackhall,  Title: Paxton Revisited  

 

Minutes of the 2016 AGM are issued separately from this newsletter and will be available at the AGM. 

 



 Annual Report 2016 – 17 
This is a more formal format than has been the usual system in the past, but has been designed to 

comply with the updated requirements of the Charity Commissioners for the layout of, and information 
given by, registered charities. It may be of interest for members who are interested in how the society is 
run. 

Public Information on the Society 

On the letterhead above are the title of the society, its number and the Chairman’s home address and 
telephone number as the principal address of the society. Also on the letterhead are the Officers of the 
Society for 2016-17. There have been no changes in committee members in 2016 from those listed below. 
All served throughout the year. Nominations for Officers and Committee Members for 2017-18 are set out 
for members approval: 

Name Position Nominated Seconded 

Caroline Thomas President Harry Gardiner D Tudor Thomas

Trevor Hallett Vice Chairman Jacqui Wingfield Richard Wingfield

D Tudor Thomas Chairman Howard Rawson-Humphries Richard Wingfield

Albie Smosarski Treasurer        Harry Gardiner Jacqui Wingfield 

Jacqui Wingfield Minutes Secretary Howard Rawson-Humphries D Tudor Thomas

Harry Gardiner Committee Member Trevor Hallett D Tudor Thomas

Neil Westerman Committee Member Harry Gardiner Jacqui Wingfield 

Howard Rawson-Humphries Committee Member Jacqui Wingfield Trevor Hallett 

Richard Wingfield Committee Member Trevor Hallett D Tudor Thomas

 

More information on changes in and news of Officers and Committee Members from the years 2015-17 
are given in the Newsletter section below. 

In addition there are four Trustees for the Charity who are responsible for the land the Society owns at 
Allens View, Tenby. These are Trevor Hallett and Howard Rawson-Humphries, named above, together with 
Richard Reed of Trevaine Farm, New Hedges and David Hughes of Paxton Court, Tenby. The deeds for 
the land are held at the Tenby chambers of Lewis and Lewis, Solicitors. 

Committee meetings have been held every two months throughout the year. All meetings were held at 
the Fourcroft Hotel on The Croft by kind permission of Chris Osborne, proprietor. Thanks go to him for the 
generous use of a meeting room and teas and coffees on tap. We have been assured that the new owners 
of the Fourcroft are prepared to allow us to continue to use the room. Chris has sold the hotel and will no 
longer be actively involved in its management from this March. 

At the last AGM, to increase transparency and accountability, a policy was announced that any member 
of the society could attend and contribute to committee meetings. We are fortunate that David Glennerster 
of Penally attended all, and Keith Clarke and Edna Greenhaugh were able to attend most, of our committee 
meetings as observers. The committee would like to formally thank them for their contributions and hope 
they will continue. 

 

 



Aims of the Society 

Tenby Civic Society is the successor organization to the Friends of Tenby and is governed by a 
constitution dated 21st March 1959, as amended on 21st February, 1981, 19th February, 1983 and 28th 
March, 2016. The main aims of the Society as set out in the constitution are as follows: 

To stimulate public interest in Tenby and its surrounding area.  

To promote high standards of planning and architecture in or around the area of benefit. 

 To secure the preservation, protection, development, and improvement of features of historic or public 

interest in Tenby and its surrounding area. 

 The management for public benefit of land or buildings bequeathed to the Society. 

 

Charitable Activities and Main Achievements  

 

Work on Allens View was the priority for this year. The garden/viewpoint had become severely 

overgrown and some of the trees were causing concern that they might become a danger to the public if 
not dealt with. A public appeal was made for funds, £5,000 each in financial and voluntary contributions. 
We have more than met our target in terms of voluntary contributions, with particular help from Society 
members and the National Park warden and his team. So far, financial contributions amount to £1,700, with 
further amounts promised from Tenby organizations.  

 
As a result all the boundaries of the site have been cleared of overgrowth and dead hedging and a 

programme of replanting the hedges is approaching completion. All of the most dangerous Leylandii have 
been felled and the stumps prepared for benches and display boards. Further benches and a picnic table 
were supplied free by an anonymous donor. A major programme of replanting within the site to mask the 
metal fencing to the rear of the site is now complete. Direction signs have been installed. Further work, 
such as erection of gates, signs and interpretation panels, opening out the views towards Waterwynch, 
North of the site. and the tree stump seats and carving, are planned for this coming year, depending on 
availability of funding. 

 

Planning applications affecting Tenby and the surrounding area have been scrutinized weekly by the 
planning sub-committee, reporting back to the committee and comments passed to the planning authorities. 
We examined and commented on a total of 36 planning applications during the year. Details of planning 
applications can be seen on the National Park Authority’s website and hard copies at Tenby Town Council 
offices at the de Valence Pavilion. There were few big planning issues but certain inter-related trends 
emerged:- 

Tenby has a lack of sites for housing development.  Consequently there is pressure both within and 
outside the town. The Society, for example, was asked to meet the Brynhir Residents’ Association to 
discuss their opposition to development there. The alternative is for fill-in development.  Allied to this in the 
old town area there is continuing demand for holiday and second homes. Much development is sensitive or 
innovative, such as the proposed modern house at Zion Gardens. However, in some cases. Both 
development and major alterations, frequently without consulting neighbours, can lead to problems with 
over-development on a site, insensitivity to a building’s history and immediate environment and overlooking 
and party wall problems. 

To cater for these self-catering visitors and temporary residents there appears to be a loss of retail 
outlets in favour of café/bar/restaurants. There has been a total of six establishments open or planned in 
the last twelve months. On the plus side traders feel the general quality of the retail experience appears to 
be improving.  

There is also a tendency towards to the replacement of local businesses with national chain outlets. 
Thus Laugharne Bakery has closed with competition from Greggs. Signage can also be a problem in the 
conservation area. Greggs responded quickly to our concerns over their new signs, and the Co-op toned 
down their amount of signage. Card Factory, on the other hand, has been subject to enforcement action. 

The Society has also continued monitoring Licensing applications affecting Tenby and the 



surrounding area. 

This year has been a busy one for erecting Civic Society Historic Plaques to commemorate 
notable people who have lived and worked in Tenby. In addition to commissioning and erecting a plaque to 
Gwilym  Pritchard, the well-known Welsh artist, we also in the year prepared to erect a plaque for Eric 
Bradforth, who can be considered a local Tenby artist. More information on the unveiling in the Newsletter 
below. 

 

Civic Society Awards: There were two nominations for Civic Society Awards this year. This is for 
a major contribution which enhances the Tenby built environment, either externally or internally. It is judged 
by a panel of independent judges with the Chairman acting purely as secretary. A framed certificate will be 
presented to the successful nominees at the AGM. 

 
    Publications: Sales of the longer Tenby Heritage Town Trail continue well. The Heritage 
Plaques 3- fold leaflet trail has been updated by Neil Westerman with more illustrations and also a 

new Town Walls 3 fold Trail leaflet was available this year. As reported we intend to combine these 

publications together with new sections in a “Tenby Heritage Guide” to replace a previous guide which has 
not been published for some years and for which we see an opportunity in the market. 

A programme of quarterly Newsletters has continued to keep members informed of Society 

activities, of which this is the sixth in the series. Feedback on content and style has generally been positive 
but the Chairman would still lie to hear how it could be improved and what other items could be included. 

  The Society feels it is important to maintain contact with other Tenby societies and cooperate with them 

on joint initiatives for the good of Tenby as a whole.  Tenby Heritage Day, which took place on 
Wednesday 28rd September 2016 is a good example of this, involving the Arts Festival, Museum and 
Historical Society as well as the Civic Society in a programme of visits, talks and exhibitions. The Civic 
Society contribution in conjunction with the Town Council, was an opportunity to see parts of the town walls 
not normally open to visitors.  These included the interior of the walls where the Mayor's Parlour is located 
and the battlements over the de Valance Pavilion. We provided stewarding for that event and the Chairman 
led tours of the town walls which proved extremely popular. Over 90 people turned up and three tours had 
to be run, the last on the following morning.  

Again last year we organized a Summer Trip for members in cooperation with Tenby Historical 
Society. This year twenty members of both societies went to Bath for the day. One proposal for this year is 
a trip to Abbey Cwm-Hir. 

     Members are aware of the long-running saga of Mr.Peter Prosser’s attempts to get planning permission 

for his proposals for reopening St. Catherine’s Island. These were rendered unviable due to the 

conditions imposed at the second planning appeal. The Society was represented at that enquiry by three of 
the four members of the public. It appeared that the Island would revert to its previous derelict state and a 
major tourist attraction be lost once more. Happily the trustees have received planning permission to 
reopen the island this Easter purely as an attraction. The Chairman has been happy to assist Mr. John 
Loring, Manager/Caretaker, in proof-reading the training material for volunteers on Health and Safety and 
on the history of the Island. He took up our invitation to explain his plans to the Society at our last 
committee meeting. More information on his approach to the reopening of the island is in the Newsletter 
article below. 
 

The Society has continued to liaise with other Tenby societies through common committee 
memberships. These include the Historical Society, Tenby Museum and Art Gallery, the Lions, the 
Conservation Forum and Tenby Development Trust. 
 

  Our President, Caroline Thomas, again laid a wreath on behalf of the Society on Remembrance Day. 
 

Scotsborough Castle and the Society’s Website are two areas where we have made little 

progress this year. Despite our continuing efforts Pembrokeshire County Council officers are proving 
staunchly resistant to efforts to make them fulfill their statutory obligations in regard to this dangerously 



decaying Ancient Monument and Listed building. Similarly, pressure of work has limited the attention given 
to the Society’s website which unfortunately has been moribund for a number of years. 

 

As members were informed, The Society was a member of Civic Trust Cymru (The renamed and 

reconstituted Civic Trust for Wales). Sadly, as reported in the Autumn 2016 newsletter the organization 
folded and a successor has not yet emerged. Developments will be reported to members in future 
newsletter as they occur. The Society sees benefits in membership of such a Wales-wide organization, as it 
does in continuing membership of WCVA. One example where CTC was invaluable was in the impetus, 
information and encouragement given to our Tenby Characterisation study 

Financial Reporting, Fundraising and Investments 
 
The Treasurers Report is presented separately to members from this Annual Report at the AGM as 

usual. The accounts are audited by Mr. Andrew Davies, Clerk to Tenby Town Council. Due to the small 
turnover of the Society there are no investments other than a savings account with the NatWest bank. 
Contributions for the Allen’s View appeal detailed above are accounted for separately from the main 
account. This policy of ring-fencing monies received for particular projects will be followed this current year 
for monies received for our Characterisation Study of Tenby, described in more detail in the Newsletter 
below. 

 
The Society’s main contingent liability is for Allen’s View. We therefore aim to maintain a balance in the 

region of £8-10,000 to cover unforeseen expenditure.  
 
Our main source of funding remains overwhelmingly members’ subscriptions, with a small contribution 

from the guides we publish on Tenby.  

 

Newsletter March 2017 
 

A shorter Newsletter this month due to need to inform members of the Annual General Meeting. 

News of Committee Members, Past and Present 

   Members are probably aware that Douglas Fraser gave his swansong performance at the last AGM with 
his talk on Lady Hamilton. We need to pay tribute to his contribution not only to the Civic Society but also 
the other organizations in Tenby with which he was involved or even set up in his fourteen years in Tenby. 
We sent a leaving card to that effect from the committee, - and to which we received a typical Douglas 
reply. It appears we were a little premature. His message is worth quoting in full… 

“Thanks all for the unexpected and unmerited farewell card but I intend to stay as a member as long as 
I still have nuisance value.” 

For which we are most grateful. …And certainly no irony intended there. 

At the committee meeting on the 17 January our Secretary, Howard Rawson-Humphries, indicated that 
he wished to step down from the post he has held since 2008. Since taking on the position he has become 
a parish councillor for New Hedges and is heavily involved in the running of New Hedges village hall 
besides his varied wide-ranging business and charitable interests. It is no surprise that finding time for his 
work as secretary for the Society has become more difficult 

We thank him for his work over the years and are doubly glad, firstly, that he will continue on the 
committee and give us his input on events from a Pembrokeshire perspective, culled from his seemingly 
inexhaustible range of contacts, and specifically add a New Hedges viewpoint to the committee, in the 
same way that David Glennerster, as a guest sitting in on our meetings, contributes a Penally point of view. 

Secondly, we are particularly fortunate that Jacqui Wingfield, who joined the committee last year, has 
volunteered to take over the role of Minute Secretary. We are sure that her administrative experience will 
prove invaluable, particularly in keeping the Chairman organized and working. After Louise Curnin was 



forced by family pressures to step down last year we lacked a much-needed female standpoint on the 
committee.  

We would welcome more female committee members. The curmudgeonly ancient male quotient is 
getting too high! 

Jacqui’s husband, Richard, (by no stretch of the imagination old or curmudgeonly), has also been an 
invaluable addition to the committee. Early last year the Chairman attended a conference in Cardiff 
arranged by Civic Trust Cymru to encourage local societies to carry out Characterisation studies in their 
towns and surrounding areas. The Chairman felt this was needed for Tenby as no such study has ever 
been undertaken in the town.. Richard has done excellent work in developing this idea. The first result of 
this is the Sreetscape study carried out very recently. This is intended to be the pilot project for a more 
intensive survey of Tenby covering all areas of the town. 

Allens View 

A foul weather forecast In February and early March was no impediment to another addition to the 
winter/spring planting at the Civic Society’s hilltop woodland, Allens 
View.  Often suggested to screen the high metal fence  installed as 
security for  “Clover”, over 100 griselinia hedging whips were 
planted along the fence by Richard “Whirlwind” Read and Harry “ 
Brambles” Gardiner.  The shrubs are another donation by 
Trevayne Farm who have also provided volunteer help. 
 

Richard’s “smart work” easily beat Harry’s “hard work”, with 
Richard planting over 70 whips in the time it took Harry to plant 30. 
 In the next few years the shrubs will serve to soften that boundary 
of the site and add to the screening of that boundary from both 
sides.  
The views from the southern and northern boundaries will not be 
affected; hedges there have already been trimmed, and Clovers 
owner keeps both adjoining fields there grassed and well cut, 
keeping the views open.  

 
Richard Read of Trevayne Farm, with the first row of Griselinia he was 
planting at Allens View 

 
Over 200 bulbs have been planted in the upper and middle glades since the late summer, by Alf Heaven, 
Neil Westerman and Louise Curnin.  Flower displays through the spring will be enhanced, especially next 
year.  The task of clearing the upper section of hedge along the Coast Path has been started by Nigel 
Davies; soon we hope to be planting Blackthorn hedging whips to replace the aging trees lost in that 
section.  
 
We have been fortunate to receive a £100 donation from the Yorkshire Building Society as part of their 
support for local causes.  
 
A slightly sour note, though, Harry Gardiner reports “I had to inform the police of a fire in the Allens View 
Litter bin most likely on Tuesday evening ( mid-February).  Usual local teenage suspects...... About £25 of 
damage to record sheets and Plastic boxes kept under the bin bag.” 
 
Anyone wishing to volunteer to help or make a donation should do so at Cofion Books in Bridge Street, 
Tenby. (beside the Tudor Merchants House). Donations in kind or in money for woodland bulbs e.g. Tenby 
Daffodils, are especially welcome. 

 
Heritage Blue Plaques 

 



On the 3rd March there was an event at 6 Trafalgar Road when the plaque to Eric Bradforth was 
unveiled. A 
good number 
of Eric’s 
family, long-
time friends 
of Eric, Civic 
Society 
members and 

representatives from Tenby Museum were able to attend the formal unveiling by the Mayor Cllr. Laurence 
Blackhall. 

 
The excellent turnout may also have had something to do with the champagne and excellent cakes kindly 
provided afterwards by Eric’s family. There is no truth in the scurrilous rumour that our past Chairman, Mr. 
Harry Gardiner, deliberately confused the unveiling date in order to reward himself with all the champagne 

and cakes, as a just reward for his hard and long work in 
commissioning the plaque 

 
Cllr.Laurence Blackhall , doing the honours in  

formally unveiling the plaque 

At the unveiling the Mayor read out a tribute by John 
Beynon, formerly Honorary Curator of Tenby Museum and 
Civic Society committee member. John was unfortunately 
unable to attend but he had this to say about Eric: 

“Eric Bradforth, like scores of artists before his time and 
after, came from England to settle in Pembrokeshire 
influenced by the natural beauty of the area, its significant 
history and culture. These themes recurred frequently in his 
artwork and he, in time, came to be regarded as a local 
artist, a title which greatly pleased him. 

It was a great honour for me to plan, curate and present an 
exhibition of Eric’s work in 1996 at Tenby Museum and Art 
Gallery for an audience of predominantly local visitors, most 
of whom were already aware of his talent as an artist and as 
a designer of note. 

That exhibition lead to Eric’s long association with the 
Museum and for many years he was a stalwart member of 
our volunteers, contributing many ideas on the content, 
design and interpretation of exhibitions of various aspects of 

the Museum’s work. His team-leadership skills, innovative design techniques, knowledge of materials and 
sources enabled him to play a vital role in enhancing many exhibitions in all the galleries. Much in 
evidence, also, was his sense of humour which made the Museum a joyous work place – there was 
always laughter when Eric was around. His experience in design was always willingly passed on to other 



workers in the Museum. 

As someone involved in the planning of exhibitions, I was to work a great deal with Eric. Throughout 
our working life I never ceased to be impressed by his preparatory research into every conceivable aspect 
of exhibition preparation: the historic subjects contained in his work were always meticulously researched 
from primary sources. For example, much of his work was helped by specialist historians, including 
renowned medieval historian, Tenby-born Dr Ron Walker of Aberystwyth University. 

Eric’s work for children was also extremely well presented. Towards the end, Eric began a new 
adventure, using an iPad to make art as does the artist, David Hockney, whose work he much admired. In 
this venture he had the active encouragement of his family.” 

 

 

St. Catherine’s Island and Fort 

As noted in the Annual Report above the Society was happy to support thr trustees latest application to 
open the Island purely as a visitor attraction.  Mambers may like to know the philosophy behind what is 
planned for the fort and island. Mr John Loring has written in an Email to the Chairman.: 
 
“At some point when everything has settled down a bit and we are comfortable with the information we 
have harvested we will need to look at how to package and preserve it all for the future. My short term 
ambition remains to bring the historic value back to the Island, resolve some of the more challenging issues 
such as; repair and maintenance of the fort in bite size pieces (first on the hit list is the two rose bowls and 
pedestals that have laid keeled over and abandoned for far too long). 
  
As I view it, one of the key attractions of the Island and Fort is that it represents not simply one period but 
three Military, Windsor Richards and even the zoo's all with their own unique stories, all with a different 
purpose and each unusually has a beginning, middle and an end. Add to this mix the marine biology, 
wildlife and ecology of the Island and we begin to understand the size of the challenges ahead. What needs 
to be established is a form of steering group that brings together all these disciplines, skills and professions 
under one umbrella to safeguard the Island and Forts future. Equally, I need to attract the involvement of a 
younger generation that will carry on whatever can be achieved. “ 
 
He has also promised a conducted tour of the Island for Civic Society  and Historical Society members, a 
date to be fixed depending on weather, staff availability and the tides, of course. More details on this later 
as he is busy preparing for an Easter reopening.   
 

 


